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Welcome Note from the Chair Person 

Dear Friends, 

First, I would like to thank you all for your fantastic teamwork and endless support.  

ECOTA with your passion and consideration going forward with activities that is more 

dynamic.  Every step that ECOTA is lifting up is very important for our dreams to come 

true.  

As we all know, Bangladesh is carrying a very rich, elegant, ecstatic Cultural Heritage.  

No need to think twice what those are artistic hands that holding such magnificent 

handicrafts of Bangladesh.  Yes, they are our respected producers, artisans who are 

working whole day-night to protect the traditional beauty of our country.  Today the 

whole world is concerned about the living standard of those artists considering the Fair 

Wage. You may find confidence and optimism to see that, along with global perspective, 

ECOTA as a networking body is trying to take some initiatives to develop Fair Wage 

Policy for enhancing the daily life of our producers and artisans group.  

We are already going through different kinds of activities; events that we endeavor to 

do for the next step to be done! ECOTA with the kind support of Fredskorpset Norway, 

trying to build up a skilled hand for the sake of artisans, producers and the 

organizations that s/he belongs to. You may also find the lively story of our member 

organizations on “Members’ Corner” section. 

My Beloved Friends, the World Fair Day 2013 is ringing the bell at our door! Come on 

Friends, let us raise our hands and come forward to bestow a precious gift to the nation 

on this celebration for a long time to come.  

I thank you all from the bottom of my heart! 

  

Shah Abdus Salam 

Chairperson 

 

 

  Annual General Meeting 2012 

ECOTA arranged the Annual General Meeting 2012 that 

was held on 2nd February of 2013 at ECOTA Secretariat. 

The Respected Executive Committee Members and the 

Member Organizations were present in that meeting and 

contribute their invaluable comments and opinions. 

 
 

The 

Representatives 

of Member 

Organizations, 

ECOTA AGM 

2012 

 

 
 

Mr. Shah 

Abdus Salam, 

Chairperson 

is presiding 

over the AGM 

2012 

 

   1 
 



 

Partnership Meeting (Mid Term Review Meeting of 
Phase V), Fredskorpset Norway Project 

ECOTA felt honored to host the Partnership Meeting (Mid Term Review 

Meeting of Phase V). The meeting was held on January 15-16, 2013 at 

ECOTA Office, 6/4A, Sir Syed Ahmed Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207. The 

respected delegates, Mr. Chitra Bahadur KC, President, WFTO Asia Board, 

Ms. Catherine Wilczek, Program Advisor, FK Regional Office Bangkok, Mr. 

O. P. Yadav, Director, Fair Trade Forum India, Mr. Ghanshyam Shrestha, 

Executive Director, Fair Trade Group, Nepal, and Mr. Shah Abdus Salam, 

Chairperson, ECOTA Fair Trade Forum joined the Partnership Meeting. The 

meeting covered Mid-project Review and Reflection of ongoing project. 

During the meeting, the FK-Participant of ECOTA,  

The meeting covered Mid-project Review and Reflection of ongoing project. 

Mr. Shajjad Islam shared his experience and knowledge that he received 

training on Handmade Paper Production from Fair Trade Group Nepal.  It is 

very inspiring that, Mr. Shajjad is working with “Socio-Economic 

Development Society (SEDS)” a handmade paper based organization. He is 

trying to improve their paper & product quality. On the other hand, Ms. 

Farida is working as a Retail Outlet Coordinator of “Prokritee” retail shop 

“Source”. The existing 

participants are doing their 

job with good reputation. 

The Delegates are having 

Mid Term Review Meeting 

at ECOTA Office 
 

 

  The Delegates ended up the meeting with visiting the 

Homecoming Participants Ms Farida Khatun at her work place 

who received training on Retail Outlet Coordination from Fair 

Trade Forum India- Delhi. The Respected Delegates found the 

meeting successful and hope that this exchange program is very 

helpful to enrich the efficiency of a participant 

 
 

Shajjad now 

knows how to 

make ecstatic eye 

catching products 

made from paper. 

 

 
 

Ms. 

Catherine 

with Farida 

at 

Prokritee 

retail shop 

Source 

 

 
   2 
 



 

Mr. Chitra Bahadur KC, The President of WFTO Asia Board 
visit to Bangladesh 

 

Mr. Chitra Bahadur, President of WFTO Asia Board sharing his views 
with the Representatives of Member Organizations of ECOTA 

 

 

ECOTA Fair Trade Forum Bangladesh and its Member Organization are very 

fortunate to have Mr. Chitra Bahadur KC, The President of WFTO Asia Board 

from January 15-17, 2013 at ECOTA Secretariat.  The Respected President, Mr. 

Chitra Bahadur shared some moments with the Executive Committee Members 

and the Member Organizations of ECOTA.  Mr. Shah Abdus Salam, Chairperson, 

ECOTA facilitated the sharing meeting. Mr. Chitra Bahadur KC hopes and expects 

that our dedication and loyalty can drive us to give services to that those 

disadvantage producers and artisans.  

 

  
 
Congratulations  to Ms. Jharna Dhara Chowdhury on 
winning India’s Notable Award “Padma Shri”. 
Saturday, 26 January 2013 

Philanthropic Ms. Jharna Dhara Chowdhury, Board Secretary of 

Gandhi Ashram Trust (GAT) (Member Organization of ECOTA) 

brought our nation to love and help the others by winning the 

India’s fourth highest civilian award “Padma Shri”. Ms. Jharna 

showed us the path to have a courageous mind inside to feel for 

those underprivileged people 

 

 

Ms. Jharna Dhara Chowdhury 

We may drawback to visualize what made her becoming a majestic 

woman. In October 1946, a communal riot took place at Ramgonj, 

Noakhali. At that time the little young aged, Ms. Jharna realized the 

sufferings of the riot stricken people. She met many Gandhi peace 

workers and from that day, she sacrificed her life for helping the victims 

from village to village and trying to make peace among the villagers. 

Congratulations and Salute to  

Ms. Jharna Dhara Chowdhury 
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Having “Children Nepal” as our Guest 

ECOTA took the initiative to arrange a Study Visit Program for CHILDREN-

Nepal to visit, share and learn from the member organization of ECOTA as well 

as other organization who are working for the promotion of children rights and 

child friendly school in Bangladesh, fair trade handicrafts and sustainable social 

work approach. CHILDREN NEPAL a nonprofit, non-governmental social 

organization situated in western part of Nepal in Pokhara, works to promote the 

rights, welfare, and development of children, Youth and women living under the 

margins of the society in Nepal. CHILDREN NEPAL is also running Suryamukhi 

Fair Trade Handicrafts. While visiting Bangladesh, the Team had a fantastic visit 

program with our member organizations “Development Wheel”, “CORR-The 

Jute Works”, “BRAC”, “Dhaka YWCA School”, “Surjomukhi”, and other national & 

international organizations. Children Nepal stayed with us from February 6-15, 

2013 and flied to Nepal leaving behind with wonderful and unforgettable 

memories with us. 

 

Children Nepal having meeting with Mr. Shah Abdus 
Salam, Founder & CEO of Development Wheel 

 

 
 

   

 

Children Nepal is enjoying their visit with the little kids of Dhaka 

YWCA School 
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The Biennial Conference of WFTO Asia 2012 

“World Fair Trade Organization Asia” accomplished The Biennial 

Conference of WFTO Asia 2012 with the collaboration of “Fair Trade 

Forum India” at charming Bogmallo Beach Resort, Goa, India from 9th 

through 13th of October 2012. Nine representatives of Member 

Organization of ECOTA joined the conference. We are very happy to have 

WFTO Asia AGM Elected Winner as the Board of Director for the next two 

years of 2012-14. The Elected Winners are: 

 Mr. Chitra Bahadur KC, President 

 Ms. Mallamma Yalawar, Treasurer, Director 

 Mr. Shah Abdus Salam, Director 

 Mr. Johny Joseph, Asia Representative to WFTO, Director 

 Ms. Roopa Mehta, WFTO Independent Director, Director 

The new ASIA Board has invited 2 Internal Directors to join them: 

 Mr. Joshua Begbie, Secretary, Director (Josh is the Director of 

Crossroad Foundation for   Handicrafts based in Hong Kong) 

 Mr. S.C. Mittal, Director (Mr. Mittal is the Director of Pushpanjali 

based in Agra, India) 

 

  

 

Representatives of Member Organizations of ECOTA , Biennial 
Conference 2012, WFTO Asia 

 

 

New elected winners as the Board of Directors, Biennial 
Conference 2012, WFTO Asia 
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CORR-The Jute Works” from Bangladesh won  “REWARD ASIA 

It is very delightful that, for the first time starting from 2012, World Fair 

Trade Organisation ASIA as a consortium of producers, marketing and 

development organizations in the Asia Pacific region is rewarding to 

their Fair Trade Organizations, who have built their capacity in 

providing better opportunities for Fair Trade Commitment and practice 

and so on. 

 

CORR-The Jute Works won the Reward Asia on  

Biennial Conference 2012, WFTO Asia 
 

And according to the 2012 Outstanding Fair Trade Organisation craft 

category, one of our potential member organizations, “CORR-The Jute 

Works” from Bangladesh  achieved “REWARD ASIA” for making Fair 

Trade work better for the small scale artisans. 

  

  Workshop on Living Wages Determination 

What is Fair Wage? For whom do we need to know Fair Wage? Who will 

be the beneficiary if we do want to introduce Fair Wage Policy? - These 

questions always moving us to get into deep thoughts for those 

producers, artisans who are working to protect  our cultural heritage 

from the synthetic product and making the precious instinct artifact 

to represent our country.   As a Fair Trade practitioner, Living Wages 

Determination should be the most concerned matter to ensure the 

disadvantage artisans' betterment life. Globally and internationally, 

the policy makers are re-thinking on Living Wage to determine a 

standard scale of an artisan that deserves for fulfillment of basic 

needs and social life. To learn more about this subject matter, Ms. 

Inge Opten Berg an expert from Netherlands had shared the 

knowledge on "Living Wages" with the Fair Trade practitioner of 

Bangladesh on 15th of November 2012 at ECOTA Office 

 

Representatives of Member Organizations, Living Wage 
Determination Workshop 
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Ms. Inge Opten Berg discussing with the participants on Living 
Wage Determination 

To work for formulating Fair Wage Policy in a more organized way, the Executive 

Committee formed a Sub Committee, which is headed by Ms Tanu Dey, and the 

Members are Mr. U Thein Maung, Mr. Monjurul Haque, & Ms. Shahnaz Parveen. The 

Sub-Committee would act for necessary duties and responsibilities concerning the 

respective issue. 

Debriefing & Leadership Training of Fredskorpset Norway Participants 

With the financial support of FK-Norway, under the “Establishing and Enhancing a 

Sustainable South-South Fair Trade Partnership” Project, Mr. Sajjad Islam and Ms 

Farida Khatun well received training from “Fair Trade Group Nepal” and “Fair 

Trade Forum India”. Now for the coming year 2012-13 ECOTA selected Mr. Mamun 

Ur Rashid to receive training on Retail Outlet Coordination from Fair Trade Forum 

India. Mamun is the personnel of ‘Polle Unnayan Prokolpo’, Member Organization 

of ECOTA. 

 

  

 

FK Participants are in Group work, ‘Debriefing and Leadership 
Training’, Bangkok 

 

 

 

Mamun’s spontaneous participation at ‘Debriefing and 
Leadership Training ‘in Bangkok. 
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As the part of on-going project, all the three FK- participants joined the 

Debriefing and Leadership Training that was held at S.D Avenue Hotel, 

Bangkok, from 29th of July through 12th of August 2012 to share their skill 

knowledge, experience with other international participants. The Chairperson, 

Mr. Shah Abdus Salam joined as the Team Leader of ECOTA Fair Trade Forum 

Bangladesh. 

Members’ Corner:  My Organization 

PAARH, A social enterprise of ADORE, Working For 

Supporting the Home-Based Women Entrepreneurs 

& Artisans for access to market  

ADORE has been working for women empowerment 

since 1996 through taking various prospect of 

development initiatives.  

 

 

 

  
In 2001 ADORE came up with a defined vision and mission to 

empower the underprivileged women and set-up its 

approach for promoting entrepreneurship among the grass-

roots women in the mode of creating opportunities for their 

home-based micro initiatives. Through this development 

approach during this long journey, in 2003 ADORE organized 

800 women entrepreneurs & artisans under an umbrella of 

cooperative from rural & urban area of operation namely 

PAARH.   

The word PAARH stands for:  A four angle frame of 

bamboos that makes balance and strong the bamboo 

pillars & the roof of a cottage house. 

ADORE not stopped its journey within an outlet, rather for a 

quality production unit, developed a research unit called 

AROMVI. This unit works for market study & analysis, 

developing contemporary design, coordinating the 

production chain, monitoring the practice of fare trade policy 

and supplying work order to the organized groups in rural & 

urban areas. Till from its establishment PAARH sold out 

products of said beneficiaries groups worth Tk.41, 18,056 

(Forty one lac eighteen thousand and fifty six only) 

PAARH promotes lifestyle items, homemade snacks & food 

and contemporary craft item using our traditional & local 

resources. PAARH endeavors to gain more popularity in the 

local and national market for its exclusive design and 

stepping towards promoting the branding image. 

ADORE’s 800 grass roots artisans are now able to enter into 

a new liberty of access to market and get aspiration of 

proven their hidden potentialities. 

 

 

Producers are stitching embroidered 

items with their  diligent  hand 

Customers are rushing at Paar  on 

Bengoli New Year Festival 
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 Up Coming Event 

World Fair Trade Day 2013 is knocking at our door! ECOTA along with 

all the respective Member Organizations and other international 

organizations is planning to celebrate this event together on May 11, 

2013! 

Dear Friends, come forward with your with your nice, enjoyable ideas 

and thoughts and let us make it better for Fair Trade. 
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